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Handwriting is a tricky skill to master; it requires fine  An ascender is the upwards part of the letter that goes
motor skills, focus and good hand-eye coordination.  beyond the top dotted line on the handwriting board.

Children are often interested in patternmaking Ascenders include all capital letters and the lower-case
and this is a wonderful way to begin to practice letters - b, d,f h, I, j, k, L, t. A descender is the apposite of
handwriting. an ascender. This has a downwards part of a letter that

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg HhIi Jj Kk LLMm goes below the baseline. Descenders - f, g, j, p, g, .
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz

Once they have mastered these ideas, you can
encourage them to practise letter joins - one line
joining one letter repeatedly.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh It Jj Kk LLMm
Nn Oo Pp Qq RrSs Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz
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When you first use the A4 handwriting whiteboard itis < AN AR ICLICKE A A AR IAACK
a good idea to talk to your child about ‘ascenders’ and
‘descenders’ and maybe even sort these letters on the
handwriting lines as shown in this image.

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk LLMm
Nn Oo Pp Qq RrSs Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz
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